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POLITICAL. 


The Rahbar-t-Hind of the 2nd March says that some 
Quetta. statesmen and politicians in England 

oppose the occupation of Quetta on 
the grouna that the disaffeetion of the Amir of Kabul and 
the frontier tribes, which this measure has excited, will 
ultimately imperil British interests. Eyen Sir John Law- 
rence holds this belief. Bat i in our opinion these statesmen 
have carried the peace policy to an extreme. For some 
time a kind of enthusiasm has arisen in the minds of some 
European powers which has rendered the peace policy 
utterly futile, aud in the course of the next few years it 


The occupation of 


will become quite clear that to think of nothing but peace 


is incompatible with a sound political policy. Let the Amir 
of Kabul and the wild tribes of the north-west frontier be 
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estranged, but still we should not recede from Quetta. Rus. 
sia is advancing in every directicn, It is impossible to 
impede the progress of her arms until we call up all our 
eddrage and eifterprise to our aid. Those men who are reti- | 
cent about the advance of Russia wish to see India exposed | 
to the horrors of a Russian invasion as Turkey was. It is, 
therefore, advisable that we should advance beyond the 
frontier to encounter the Russian invasion. The occupation 
of the Bolan Pass is à step id the right direction. The pass 
will enable us to make an easy impression upon Kabul and 
Kandahar in case of Russian intrigues at Kabul If in con- 
tradistinotion -to the heavy and useless cgpenditure incurred 
in holding the Imperial Assemblage, Lord Lytton has placed 
any useful charges upon the Indian Exchequer, they are 
these incurred through the oecupatieu of Quetta , We will 
gladly bear any expenditure which the firm establishment 
of our camp at Quetta may involve. In fact, we must, ass 
matter of counts in aceotdaneé with our usual policy, try to 
diffuse civilisation among the Balochs and our neighbours. 


The Urdu Alu (published in Marathi at Akola) of 

the 9th March says that the writer 
atid dates i turkey anc and of a letter published i in the Tinies of 
. Tuesday states, on the authority of a 
friend’ xt Constintitiople, that the Czar has entered into an 
agteetti¢nt with the Sultat of Tutkey to the effett that the 
foriner will aid the latter in ‘cade’ the latter declares a re- 


Ugidus wär ägalüst thé English, and attempts to establish 
kimself on tiie throne of the did Moghals at Delhi, with the 
aid of the Musaltmans of Fadia ana Of other Miihdtnmadan 
States. f is ald stated that the Crur hüs indtueed the Amit 


ot Rilbut to prömots this ptojett: Tus editor OF the Uris 


Akhbar ih inclitidd to believe this report tö be a then danard, 
aud thinks that the géubsal deltef that Ruplatd is the cause 


of all tile misfottänes a Tutkey, be tilted e minded | 
meh to invent it. 1 | ne 1 77 . bed bile 100 n 
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The Funqubi Akhbdr of the 9th March says that ät ap- Circulation, 
325 copies. 
me Turkish Relidf Fund- Pas from the Jaudib (an Anabig 
Paper published at Constantinople) 
that the number of men Who have been constrained hy the 
horrors of war to take refuge in Oons tantinople exceed 
1.25,000. To say nothing about their food and clothing, they 
have nd shelter evea from the inclemency of the weather. 
Besides, there are at present about ten thousaad unelaimed 
vagrant children in Constantinople. The news of this lamen- 
table state of things cannot fail to touch the most hard 
hearted man with pity: May such evil days not befal even 
an enemy! The relief rendered by thé Indian Musalmans to 
the Turks falls short of What was expected of them. Not 
more than ten aud a half lakhs of rupees have up to this 
time been contributed by them. It is to be regretted that 
the Musaliman popuiation of India, which is over forty millions, 
should contribute so small a sum for the relief of their 
brethren tlie Tarks, who have sacrificed their lives and property 
in the cause of Islam, and left behind them ‘helpless widows 
and orplians. But bearing in mind the fact that the Russo- 
Turkish war is the first event of its kind which has called 
forth the national sympathy of the Indian ‘Musalmans, the 
sum of ten and a half lakhs of rupees may be regarded as 
equivalent to ten and a half crores’ of rupees. But as the 
condition of the Turks is now, much worse than whet it was 
at the beginning of the war, we shold now a kelkute very 
liberally towards the Turkish relief fand. " 


The editor then publishes a Persian letter sent by the 
Turkish Gonsuliat Bombay to che preprie ter of the Mullebiri 
Surar. Thefletter contains « statement of the various Tustak- 
ments, ‘thirteen: in number; sontibythe Turkish? Consul to 
Constantimople, out of the: contributions sent te hien by the 
Masalmans of Iadia for the relief of the Turk isb sufferers. 
All the instalments put together amount to Rs. ‘$0, 52,003+ 13-5. 
The Consul then, referring to the ‘crowds which have flocked 


Circulation, 
300 copies. 


Circulation, 
190 copies. 


the apprehensions of any disturbance in future, 
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from Roumalia to Constantinople, acknowtedges the inability 


of the Porte to render sufficient relief to them in its em- 


barrassment and in the present exhausted state of its treasury, 
and appeals to the public charity of the Muhammadan popu- | 
lation of India on behalf of the Turkish sufferers. 


The M ashir-t- Qaisar of the 10th March argues that the 
concessions in the peace conditions, 
Which Russia has granted to the Porte, 
place it beyond the shadow of a doubt that a secret treaty | 
has been concluded between the two. powers. All Europe 

looks upon Russia as a barbarous power, but that barbarous | 


The Turko-Rassian War. 


power has played an excellent game. Russia fancies that 
her victory over Turkey is a victory over England, inasmuch 


as England has more or less lost her control over the Eastern 


question. As regards the Porte, it has succeeded at least in 


turning an enemy into a friend. It is owing to Mr. Glad- 
stone and his followers that England has been out-witted by 
the Russian power. Those men who have been instrumental 
in destroying her prestige deserve to be blown away from 
the guns. Perhaps a conflict will now ensue between the 
Bear and the Lion, because the | inrestramed leaping and 


bounding of the former has trenched upon the rights of the 


latter. 


A 1 of the Urdu Akhbar, Akola, of the 9tb 
The evil consequences of March, writing from Benares, regrets 


the want of unity in India. to state that there is no unity among 


the natives of India. It is this very disunion that has des- 
troyed the national rule and placed us under foreign yoke. 
We have now to endure a variety of hardships. We are 
subjected to heavy taxation in a variety of forms, although, 


owing to a want of the means of subsistence, we are hardly 


able to keep our body and soul together. If the native will 
live in unity, India will be soon free from poverty and from 
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The Oudh Alida: of. the 11th March argues thatisines Circalation, 
700 copies. 

The 1 of Wan of the Franco-P russian war the balance | 
power in Europ. of power in Europe has been dis- 
turbed. Germany waged war upon France and ruined 
ber to such an extent that she has not yet been able 
to recover from the losses of the war. England remained 

neutral for the following reasons: — The relationship existing 
between the Royal Families of England and Germany, selfish- 
ness, and a desire to save the country from the losses and 
dangers of war. Germany imposed very severe peace con- 
ditions upon ‘France. This convinced Russia of the 
apathic state of the Sovereigns of Europe. She.accordingly 
resolved to make war upon her old enemy, Turkey. Before 
commencing the war, she was careful to obtain the assent of 
the German and Austrian powers to her project. England 
remained neutral, Thus triumphant Russia has been able to 
extort a treaty from the vanquished Porte, which is most 
favourable to Russia, and detrimental to the interests of Eng- 
land, Austria, and France. Along with the balance of power 
the peace and tranquillity. of Europe has also vanished. If even 
now England and Austria continue on terms of friendship 
with Russia, we make. bold to assert that sooner or later 
Egypt and India will be in peril, and Persia and Central 
Asia swallowed up by Russia, and no European power will be 
able to look Russia and Germany in the face. 

GENERAL ADMINI STRATION. 


The Mitra Vilds of the 11th March expresses its N Circulation, 
tude to Heaven for having rescued n 
the country from Muhammadan 
tyranny, and aa it under the wise administration of the 
English. Peace aud tranquillity now prevail throughout 
‘the country. Every individual enjoys perfect liberty. The 
Government has established schools and colleges for our 
‘education. True, the Government does nothing but what is 
intended for our benefit. But the new measures of taxation 
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1 
are not dreditable ta the wisdom and sagacity of the Govern- 
ment. The levy:of additional mation has indeed a very 


good object in view, 4ic., the relief of the sufferers in time ef 


famine, ' But as the people are: already suffering from the 
high prioss, it is not advisable to saddle them with additional 
taxation which cannot but aggravate their conditien. 


The Oudh Punch of the, 12th. March publishes a few 
: couplets. in “denunciation of the 
license tax. Each couplet ends in the 
words hdya hdya, which mean alas! alasll The substance of 
the couplets is as follows.— — 


The le Tai 


A License Act has been enacted which may be e 
us the advent of ‘calamity or distress. We are exposed to 
the wrath: of Heaven on the one hand, and to the ‘blows -of 
the Government on the other: our very life is a burden to us 
in this ugly scuffle. The only property which we have now 
in our ‘possession i is ‘starvation: we are ready to offer our life 
asa present to this royal tax. It is impossible for us to 
describe the hatdship and oppression to ‘which the imposition 
‘of the tax has subjected us. Does our present miserable con- 
dition admit of ‘additional taxation, while our ‘hands are 
empty, our pockets are empty, and we are starving! It is in- 
deed advisable for the Government to resort to additional 
taxation in the time of fa mine instead of rendering us relief. 
We expected relief from the Government to the last, but un- 
fortunately all our hopes are blasted. What oppression is this! 
No one llistens to our complaints against the levy of the tax. O! 
Wind; place this country under obligations to thee by carrying 
our complaints tothe ears of our Erapress. Instead of bele- 
bouring us with stiqks the Government should .bave extended. n 


helping hand to as in our present distress. The country was en- 


posed to the ravagesef fdmine-for a ‘year: now the tax is tearing 
us to pieces. | Gur evil destiny has exposed us to two evils at 
ronce—-pangs of hunger at night, and attendanee at court during 
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the day: The femine bas inflicted a heavy loss of life and 
money upom us: now the tax is bent on depriving us of the 
only thing that is sti U left in our possession; vie, honver. 
The chaprésiy' who cote to asses ‘our property are like grey: 
hourids let loose after the ‘rabbits, The famine robbed us 
of all our property: the Government i id how r going, to rob us of 
our kitchen utensils. as 


The Kavi Fou Budha of the 11th March; in a very 
lengthy artiele communicated hy one 
Badri Dat, dwells upon the lamen- 
table lives of Hindu ‘widows. Some Hindu women hetome 
widows at the early age of eight or uine yeurs! When they 
come of age most of them indulge in lewduess in a covert 
way, and thus bring dishonour upon their parents. If, in 
spite of all the antidotes against pregnancy, they become 
pregnant they try to procure abortions. Even if they fail in 
proctiting abortion, they starve the child of their unlawful 
intercourse to death. Although the natives recognise the 
necessity of widow marriage, they have not the maral courage 
to discard old custom, It, therefore, behoves the Govern- 
ment to come to their aid in this matter. There is an urgent 
need of a special legislation regarding widow marriage. The 
provisions of the proposed Act should be permissive and not 
compulsory. It should accord free permission to Hindu wid- 
ows to re- marry. If any widow refuses to marry, she, as well 
as her guardians, should be required to enter into a written 
bond with the Government providing, that, if, she, be, ever 
after found guilty of practising prostitutipn, both she and 
her guardians will be subjected to heavy penalties. There 
seems to be no other way of putting a stop to the horrible 
crime prevalent: among Beds widow e and. a ame as 
their condition. |; ites ik ede ad te 


* 


The Raben, Hath of the: 12h 3 0 


he Reise el and adh regard to the exeurption of public sess 
public servants. uae canis fromm the license tax, alt dasses of 


Widow Marriage. 
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the community in the Panjab say that the exemption of the 
official classes from the payment of the license tax is based 
on the same. principle as, the exemption of the kamin, or 
lowest classes from the payment of tambol on marriage occa- 


sions, The term kamin classes is applied to those classes 


in the Panjab who professionally perform menial services, 
for instance, barbers, washermen, &c. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 2nd March 0 that 


The travelling allowances: tahsildars should get travelling al- 
to tahsildars. 


lowances while they go on tour in 
their parganas just as collectors are paid travelling allow- 


ances when making tours of inspection in their districts, 


One of the objects which the appointment of munsifs 


in the Panjab has in view is to enable the tahsildars to 


make thorough tours of inspection in their parganas. But 
this object cannot be well attained until they have an 
inducement in the 2 of a travelling allowance offered to 
them. „ 


The Saft. ind of the Oth March, ‘in an article com- 


ue Native Civil Servive municated. by a correspondent, in re- 
Scheme. : ference to the native civil service 
scheme whieh is believed to be under preparation, remarks 


‘that the speech ‘delivered by Lord Lytton last year at the 


convocation of the Calcutta universi ty was not intended 


simply to cajole natives in the matter df high appointments. 


It appears from some Anglo-Indian papers tkat Lord Lytton 


is drawing up a code of rules for the constitution of a native 


civil service. We are not 18 et aware what high appoint- 
ments have been set apart for the native candidates. We 


hope that he will not try to gratify the long cherished aspi- 


rations of natives by throwing open to them only the lower 
grades of the public service, but that he will admit them to 
the higher ranks of the service, so that they may have no 


more ground for complaint in this matter. In drawing up 
the native civil service scheme the Government should 


ta 
ti 


(( 27 ) 
take the nen facts Ata. its _ favourable: considera, 
tion oer t on : : erg 
a That it 41 be distinetly. stated haha one dat 
natives should. be appointed to such aud such 
1 offices, so that the local Governments. may have 


no opportunity of favouring: er — | 
Natives, 


(2) — That only respectable natives should * iigible to 
the native civil service. Birth and not -wealth — 
should be the criterion of the candidate's respect- 
ability. In India certain castes and professions 
are regarded as respectable, and others as low > 
and mean. 0 


(3)—That an ékamiination should be peviecitied for the 
candidates of the native civil service. No cadi- 
date, whether he be the son of a prince or of a 
poor man, should be elected a member of the service 
without passing the prescribed test. Those men 
who are already in the service 1 7 be exempted 


from the éxarination. | 

(4)—In the matter of high appointments reserved for the g 

members of the native civil service, the inhabi- | 

tants of the province sh ould. have the preference 
before those of another province. 


The Shola-i- Tér, Cawüpore, of the 12th March, says that Circulation, 


310. 
the municipal committee of Cawn- — 


pl ax in Cawapere pore levies a tax, popularly known as 

| the municipal tax, upon all trades 
and: callings, instead of octroi duties. Owing to the heavy 
assessment, the tax is productive of great hardship to the 
poor elesses of traders. In some instances the household 
utensils’ and goods of the traders have to be confiscated and 
sold in order to realise the tax. The tax is so oppressive. 
that every year some men give up their trades, or, abandon- 


* 
Ener 
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ing the limits of the mutiicipality, take up their abode i in 
the cantonments. But the imposition of the license tax has 
actually alarmed all olasses of traders and mérchants in Cawn- 
pore. They wish that the municipal committes should sub- 
stitute octroi duties in place of the present municipal tax. 
The former being an indirect tax will not be felt sO oppres- 
sive as the latter. 7 


Circulation, = A correspondent. of the Akhbér-i-Tamannai. of the 8th 
125 copies. 

The: British | Rule and March, writing from Narora, says 
| „„ it is difficult to ascertain the real 
Gauss of the misfortunes of India. The bad climate of our 

| country may have something to do-with it. The principles 
| of British administration recognise no distinction of creed 
if or colour. As soon as an English gentleman is nominated 
| Viceroy. and Governor-General of India, he takes every op- 
1 portunity while in England to declare that he will strictly 
carry out all the laws of Her Majesty the Queen of England 
and Empress of India, that he will always regard it as his 
paramount duty to win the good will of the natives, &c. At 
every darbar that he holds in India he repeats like promises 
till the term of his office expires and he returns home. This 
has been the practice of all Governor- Generals from the 
establishment of British supremacy in India. The same 
practice will also continue for the future. The Government 
itself is best able to know how far it has made good its pro- 
mises. To say nothing of the predecessors of Lord Lytton 
let us see what he has done during the last two years for 
which he has been at the head of the Government. His 
administration is distinguished only for the Imperial Assem- 
blage. He has as yet done nothing to promote the welfare 
of the native population. Has he fulfilled a ‘single one of 
those promises which he made at the time of his departure 
from England to India. For all we know it is either the 
atmosphere of our countty which is notorious for falsehood, 
| or the advice of the Anglo-Indians which changes the ideas of 
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every Governor-General as soon as he sets foot on Indian soil. 
The Government gives us a purely literary education, but 
it does not teach us the industrial arts. It has reserved 
the monopoly of manufacture and commerce for its own 
countrymen. The sons of traders and artisans, after receiv- 
ing an English education, do not like to practise the trade 
of their parents. They might have no objection to pursue 
any trade or profession if it were possible for them to do so 
in the European style. There are no manufactories in India, 
because Englishmen do not give natives the machinery or 
plant. True, there are some cotton-mills in some cities of 
India, as, for instance, in Calcutta, Bombay, Co., but they are 
also in the possession of Europeans. Hence it is clear that 
the Government and Enghshmen do not like to do anything 
for our benefit. Do the promises which the Government 
constantly make about promoting our welfare mean that 
new taxes should be introduced every day, that houses 
should be demolished and roads constructed. 


EDUCATION. 


The Kavi Vachan Sudha of the 25th February (received 
on the 15th March), in an article 
communicated by a correspondent, 
says that the tenor of the speech 
delivered by Lord Lytton at the time of distributing the 
prizes to the students of the La Martiniére, College, Calcutta, 
tended to imply that the State education provided in India 
is beyond the educational wants of the country. But, in 
our opinion, the education given in our colleges and schools 
falls extremely short of what is meant by true education and 
culture. The only result of the present system of education 
has been that the Government can now get clerks and 
muharrirs on very small salaries. Lord Lytton regretted 
that the educated youths of India followed no industrial art 
or profession which would contribute to the material progres 


The Need of Industrial 
Schools in India. 
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of. the country, but that they only pursued the professions 
of law, medicine, and civil engineering, which were already 
overstocked. But in this matter the Government: itself is 
to blame and not the native youths. The Government has 
established no industrial school, and, therefore, the natives 
have no means of learning the industrial arts. The Govern - 
ment has established schools of law, medicine, and civil 
engineering, aud, therefore, natives have it in their power 


to learn those literary professions. The fact of the matter 


is that the Government knows very well how to promote its 
own interests. The administration of the country cannot 
get on without the schools of law, medicine, and civil engi- 
neering. . Europeans well versed in these arts cannot be 
got from England on small salaries. The Government has, 
therefore, been obliged to. teach these arts to the natives. 
But the-Government has no interest in the establish ment of 
tudustrial schools. : 


The Urdu Akhbdr (published in Marathi at Akola) of 

the 2nd March protests against the 

of "he Barat School for — of the Marathi ye ool for 
aun A girls at Akola. The school has been 
in existence for the last ten years, but it has not vet 
improved iti numbers, and, therefore, the director of ‘public 
instruction of Berar is of opinion that the school should be 
elosed. The municipal committee of Akola pay Rs. 10 a 
month for the support of the school. The question of discon- 
tinuing the gtant has several times been mooted at the 


committee. The girls’ schools at Khamgaon, ‘ Umraoti, &e., 


are reported to have been successful. Akola is one of the 
chief cities of Berar, and the number of educated: natives 
there is also comparatively large. Under these circum- 


stances we are unable to account for the failure of the girls 


school at Akola. But we hope that if the school is placed in 
charge of an old and experienced teneher on Rs, 15 a ont 
it will soon show sigus of inprovement. 10 
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a 1 of the Khurshtd-s-iA’lam of the ‘21th 
8 n ‘March, in reference toe the normal 


the Middle Schoo! det school and the middle school exami- 
em jab nations, Panjab, observes that evi- 


dently the borat examination i is much more difficult than the 


latter. The minimum of marks for the former examination 


is fifty per cent,, while that for the latter is-only thirty-three: 


per cent. The candidates for the middle schoo] examination are 
generally young students, whoalmost wholly depend upon their 
memory: for success. But the candidates for the normal 


school examination are achool- masters, who are experienced 


men, and whose reasoning faculties are fully developed. 
They understand what they read and do not get up their 
lessons by rote. In thege ciroumstances we are of opin ion 
that if the number of marks obtained by any one of them 
falls short of fifty. per cent. but still reaches thirty-three per 
cent. or. upwards, he should be held to have passed the middle 
school len and get a certificate accordingly. 


LOCAL AND: MISCELLANEOUS. . 


The Rena res Akibér of the Tth March complains of the Circulation, 


| W negligence of duty on the part of the 
em A Bares police. Some wells in and around 

: * Benares have neither embankments, 
nor are their mouths covered: with wooden frames or railings. 
Thus the mouths of the wells being. level with the ground. 
accidents often occur. Some time ago a man along with his 
horse fell into a well situated in the neighbourhood of Ram- 
nagar. he horse died: and the man was s wounded, The pone 
should: see: to this. oI 


‘The ame paper says ‘that men and cattle. are at 


present dying of starvation. There 

Tue bch . has been a good rabi harvest, but 
still the high prices continue to rule the market. The Gov- 
ernment. does not ask the grain dealers why they do not 
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lower the prices, nor does it check the export of grain from 
Ladis. This is a kind of Wen to the people. 1 


“the ‘Rahbari-Hind | of the 12th ‘Mich’ rata‘ to 
“Captain R. Re Se on ‘ 2 ‘notification No. 913, dated 4th March, 


r R. 
tion Sean Office, en 1878, of the ‘Panjab Government, by 


ar... 


which the powers conferred upon 
Captain E. R. Ives, station ‘staff officer, Amritsar, under 
section 20 of Act XXI [ of 1864 ( the Cantonment Act), i in 
‘the Panjab Government Gazette, notification No. 2,757, dated 
9th July, 1877, are withdrawn, says that the withdrawal of 
the powers may be due to the illegal conduct of Captain 
Ives towards a cloth-merchant of Amritsar, which was 
noticed in the columns of the Vakil-i-Hindustdn and 
the Rahbar-i-H ind (vide the Selections for the weeks 
ending the 10th and 17th November, 1877, pages 782 and 
800, respectively). If we are right in our conjecture, we, on 
behalf of the native public, express our sincere gratitude to 
the Panjab Government for withdrawing magisterial powers 
from an officer who was guilty of doing an act of injustice 
to. a poor native out of a private grudge. We trust that the 
Panjab. Government will also inflict a suitable punishment 


‘upon Doctor Hindly of Firozpur for assaulting Raja Ha- 


mid-u-lla Khan (vide the Selections for the week ending 
the 2nd March, 1878, page 158, et seq). 


The same paper says that it appears from the Englishman 
that the Government suspects that men 
carry away children from British terri- 
tories and sell them in Nipal, and that an. enquiry: in the 
matter has already commenced. During the years 1869 and 
1870, says the editor, I was at Nurpur, in the Kangra dis- 
trict. There I had an opportunity of observing that men of 
the nat® tribe purchased girls from poor Kashmiris at Rs. 
10, Rs. 20, and upwards, each under the pretext « of marriage. 


The Slave Trade in India. 


* <A tribe who are generally jugglers, N c. 
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It is inconceivable that a poor juggler or rope dancer-can sup- 
port several wives. The inhabitants of Nurpur told me that 
these jugglers and rope-dancers were accustomed to sell the 
girls at profit in the same way in whieh: they themselves ob- 
tained them, é.¢., under the pretext of marrisge. Also in 
Lahore and Amritsar poor Kashmiris sell their daughters to 
men of low castes and to dancing: girls. Cases of kidnapping 
are very frequent in the Panjab. The kidnappers dispose 
of the children who fall into their hands i in other e of 
British territores or in Native States. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 12th March, on the authority 

A fatal accident at Ghasi- of its Ghazipur correspondent, states 
pur. that Dootor Howell,“ of the Opium De- 
partment, accompanied by another European gentleman went 
on a shooting excursion to the other bank of the river. Doe- 
tor Whit well fired at a deer, but the shot hit a boatman, who at 
once fell down dead from the bank into the river. Some 


other boatmen who stood close by tried to assault the European 
gentleman, but they were deterred from doing so. The dead 
body was taken to the police thana. The full particulars of 
the case will be published whea the case has been decided. 


1 * Doctor H. Whitwell is meant. 
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Circulation, 
500 copies. 
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